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Abstract.This study examines the evolving global geopolitical landscape and its implications for Indonesia's 

diplomacy, focusing on economic, political, and security dimensions. The intensifying rivalry between the United 

States and China has reshaped global trade, investment flows, and regional security dynamics, posing both 

challenges and opportunities for Indonesia. Politically, Indonesia must navigate regional tensions, such as the 

South China Sea dispute, while reinforcing its leadership within ASEAN. Economically, global uncertainties 

stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic, supply chain disruptions, and energy crises necessitate a more proactive 

economic diplomacy strategy to attract investment and strengthen trade partnerships. In the security domain, 

emerging threats such as cyber warfare, climate change, and terrorism underscore the urgency of Indonesia's 

active engagement in international security frameworks. This research employs a qualitative methodology, using 

a literature review of policy documents, academic publications, and international reports to assess Indonesia's 

current diplomatic efforts and their effectiveness in addressing the changing global order. The findings indicate 

that Indonesia faces three primary challenges: maintaining strategic neutrality in great-power competition, 

ensuring regional stability, and enhancing economic resilience. Strengthening multilateral diplomatic 

engagements and leveraging Indonesia's position within regional and international organizations is essential for 

the country to navigate these geopolitical transformations effectively and safeguard its national interests in an 

increasingly complex global environment. 
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Abstrak.Penelitian ini mengkaji lanskap geopolitik global yang terus berkembang dan implikasinya terhadap 

diplomasi Indonesia, dengan fokus pada dimensi ekonomi, politik, dan keamanan. Persaingan yang semakin ketat 

antara Amerika Serikat dan Tiongkok telah mengubah perdagangan global, arus investasi, dan dinamika 

keamanan regional, yang menimbulkan tantangan sekaligus peluang bagi Indonesia. Secara politis, Indonesia 

harus mengatasi ketegangan regional, seperti sengketa Laut Cina Selatan, sekaligus memperkuat 

kepemimpinannya di ASEAN. Secara ekonomi, ketidakpastian global yang berasal dari pandemi COVID-19, 

gangguan rantai pasokan, dan krisis energi memerlukan strategi diplomasi ekonomi yang lebih proaktif untuk 

menarik investasi dan memperkuat kemitraan perdagangan. Dalam ranah keamanan, ancaman yang muncul 

seperti perang siber, perubahan iklim, dan terorisme menggarisbawahi urgensi keterlibatan aktif Indonesia dalam 

kerangka kerja keamanan internasional. Penelitian ini menggunakan metodologi kualitatif, dengan menggunakan 

tinjauan pustaka dokumen kebijakan, publikasi akademis, dan laporan internasional untuk menilai upaya 

diplomatik Indonesia saat ini dan efektivitasnya dalam mengatasi perubahan tatanan global. Temuan tersebut 

menunjukkan bahwa Indonesia menghadapi tiga tantangan utama: menjaga netralitas strategis dalam persaingan 

negara adidaya, memastikan stabilitas regional, dan meningkatkan ketahanan ekonomi. Memperkuat keterlibatan 

diplomatik multilateral dan memanfaatkan posisi Indonesia dalam organisasi regional dan internasional sangat 

penting bagi negara untuk menavigasi transformasi geopolitik ini secara efektif dan menjaga kepentingan 

nasionalnya dalam lingkungan global yang semakin kompleks. 

 

Kata kunci: ASEAN, Diplomasi ekonomi, Diplomasi Indonesia, Geopolitik, Keamanan. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The current global geopolitical changes, especially with the shift in power towards 

Asia, are both challenges and opportunities for Indonesia. Tensions between major powers, 

such as the United States and China, have a significant influence on Indonesia's domestic 

politics and foreign policy (Irsadanar, 2023). Indonesia's position as a strategic archipelagic 

country on sea lanes makes it a key player in maritime diplomacy in the Indo-Pacific region. 

In this case, Indonesia needs to take advantage of its position to defend national interests and 

contribute to regional stability (Simorangkir et al., 2023). 

One important aspect that needs to be observed is how Indonesia navigates the 

increasing tensions, especially in the South China Sea, where territorial claims between China 

and a number of other countries continue to take place (Darwis & Putra, 2022). This context 

forces Indonesia to formulate a more realistic and pragmatic foreign policy, strengthening 

cooperation with countries in the region to maintain sovereignty and territorial integrity 

(Amalia et al., 2021). This emphasizes the need for a strategic framework based on dialogue 

and diplomacy to achieve a peaceful solution. 

With increasing global tensions, Indonesia is also required to strengthen its national 

defense. Efforts to improve the capabilities of the armed forces through modernization and 

integrated training are very important (Wirawan et al., 2022). Indonesia needs to strengthen 

cooperation with friendly countries, including in the fields of intelligence and joint military 

exercises, to respond to potential emerging threats (Shekhar, 2018). 

In addition to the negative impacts of these geopolitical changes, there are also 

opportunities that can be utilized. Indonesia can optimize the potential of trade diplomacy, 

where strengthening and opening new trade routes can improve the national economy 

(Irsadanar, 2023). Economic cooperation with developed and developing countries in the 

region will have a positive impact on investment development and increasing sustainable 

regional economic growth. 

Facing these changes, it is important for Indonesia to involve civil society in education 

on foreign policy and geopolitical issues (Simorangkir et al., 2023; Sari et al., 2024). A more 

educated public on these issues is expected to support government policies and play an active 

role in public diplomacy. In this way, the responsibility for voicing national interests can be 

shared between the government and the public. 

A more inclusive and collaborative approach to diplomacy is expected to answer the 

challenges of the geopolitical changes that are occurring, while also utilizing existing 

opportunities for greater progress in the global context (Darwis & Putra, 2022; Wirawan et al., 
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2022). Therefore, a planned and integrated strategy on Indonesia's role in the international 

arena is needed to maintain sovereignty and promote national interests effectively. 

Global geopolitical dynamics have undergone significant changes in recent decades. 

Rivalries between major powers such as the United States and China, regional conflicts, and 

transnational challenges such as climate change, pandemics, and cybersecurity have further 

complicated the international political landscape (Laksmana, 2022). Indonesia, as a country 

with a strategic geographical position between the Indian and Pacific Oceans, is not immune 

from the impact of these changes. Therefore, Indonesian diplomacy must be able to adapt 

quickly to changes in the international environment in order to safeguard national interests. 

The competition between the United States and China is a dominant factor in global 

geopolitical dynamics. The two countries compete in the economic, technological, and military 

fields, which directly affect the stability of the Asia-Pacific region (Sukma, 2021). Indonesia 

is in a unique position because it has close economic ties with China but also maintains a 

strategic partnership with the United States. Indonesia's diplomatic decisions must be made 

carefully so as not to get caught in a conflict of interest between these two great powers. 

In addition to the great power rivalry, the South China Sea issue is an ongoing challenge 

for Indonesia. Although Indonesia is not a direct party to the dispute, the presence of foreign 

vessels entering the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) around the Natuna Islands is often a 

source of tension (Anwar, 2020). Maritime diplomacy is an important tool for Indonesia to 

ensure that its territorial sovereignty is maintained without having to engage in military 

confrontation. 

From an economic perspective, global uncertainty due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 

the Russia-Ukraine war have also affected the stability of international trade and commodity 

prices (Wiranto, 2023). Indonesia must improve its economic diplomacy to attract foreign 

investment and strengthen trade relations with various countries in order to maintain 

sustainable economic growth. Initiatives such as the development of the Indonesian Capital 

City (IKN) are expected to attract foreign investors and strengthen Indonesia's competitiveness 

in the global market. 

In addition, Indonesia's role in international organizations such as ASEAN and the G20 

is becoming increasingly important in facing global challenges. ASEAN as a regional bloc has 

a strategic role in maintaining the stability of Southeast Asia, but often faces difficulties in 

reaching mutual agreements, especially on the issues of the South China Sea and Myanmar 

(Nababan, 2023). Meanwhile, Indonesia's membership in the G20 provides an opportunity to 

influence global economic policy and fight for the interests of developing countries. 
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Climate change is also a major challenge that requires an effective diplomatic response. 

Indonesia has an important role in climate change mitigation, especially in forest management 

and energy transition (Rizal, 2022). Environmental diplomacy is a tool for Indonesia to gain 

international support in climate finance and technology transfer to achieve carbon neutral 

targets. 

In the digital era, cybersecurity threats are increasing, both in the form of attacks on 

critical infrastructure and the spread of disinformation (Wiranto, 2023). Indonesia needs to 

strengthen international cooperation in cybersecurity to face this challenge. Digital diplomacy 

must also be strengthened so that Indonesia can be more active in regulating global internet 

governance and data protection. 

With the various challenges and opportunities that exist, Indonesian diplomacy needs 

to continue to adapt and strengthen its position in the global arena. The role of diplomacy is 

not only limited to bilateral relations, but also includes multilateral cooperation on various 

strategic issues. Therefore, strengthening diplomatic capacity and innovative strategies are key 

in facing the increasingly complex dynamics of global geopolitics. 

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 

This study uses a qualitative approach with a descriptive-analytical method to 

understand the dynamics of global geopolitics and the challenges and opportunities for 

Indonesian diplomacy. The qualitative approach was chosen because this study focuses on an 

in-depth understanding of the phenomena that occur in international relations, especially 

related to Indonesia's foreign policy in facing global geopolitical changes (Creswell, 2014). 

The descriptive-analytical method is used to systematically describe the geopolitical 

dynamics that occur and analyze how Indonesia responds to the various challenges and 

opportunities that arise. The analysis is carried out by examining official documents, academic 

articles, international organization reports, and various other secondary sources that are 

relevant to the topic of this research (Bungin, 2020). 

 

3. DISCUSSION 

The current global geopolitical dynamics are dominated by the rivalry between the 

United States and China which has a broad impact on regional stability, including Indonesia 

(Laksmana, 2022). The United States seeks to maintain its influence in the Asia-Pacific through 

the Indo-Pacific strategy, while China continues to expand its influence through the Belt and 

Road initiative. Indonesia, which has close economic ties with China but also has strategic 
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cooperation with the United States, must be able to navigate its interests carefully in order to 

remain neutral and not be dragged into a major power conflict. 

In the Southeast Asian region, the South China Sea remains a major issue affecting 

regional stability (Sukma, 2021). China claims most of these waters, which is at odds with the 

claims of several ASEAN countries. Indonesia, although not a direct party to the dispute, still 

faces challenges due to violations by foreign vessels around the Natuna waters. Therefore, 

Indonesia's maritime diplomacy needs to be strengthened through regional cooperation and a 

more assertive diplomatic approach in enforcing international maritime law. 

ASEAN has an important role in maintaining regional stability, but differences in 

interests between member countries often hamper its effectiveness (Anwar, 2020). Indonesia, 

as the largest country in ASEAN, is expected to take a leadership role in strengthening the 

solidarity and effectiveness of this organization. Initiatives such as the ASEAN Outlook on the 

Indo-Pacific (AOIP) demonstrate Indonesia's commitment to encouraging more inclusive 

cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Indonesia's membership in the G20 provides an opportunity for the country to 

contribute to global economic policy (Nababan, 2023). In this forum, Indonesia can fight for 

the interests of developing countries, especially in the issues of economic justice, energy 

transition, and financial inclusion. Indonesia's success in the 2022 G20 Presidency shows 

Indonesia's diplomatic capacity in playing a bigger role on the international stage. 

In addition, Indonesia's role in various other international forums, such as the UN and 

APEC, is also important in maintaining national interests and strengthening its diplomatic 

position (Yudhoyono, 2022). Indonesia's participation in various global initiatives allows the 

country to play a greater role in strategic issues such as climate change, energy security, and 

human rights. 

Indonesia also faces challenges in dealing with the proxy war phenomenon that often 

occurs due to rivalry between major countries (Prasetyo, 2023). Geopolitical competition 

between the United States and China often creates pressure for developing countries to side 

with one of the powers. Therefore, Indonesia must strengthen the principle of an active free 

foreign policy in order to maintain its sovereignty from external intervention. 

In the economic sector, Indonesia's dependence on foreign investment from China and 

the United States also poses its own challenges (Santoso, 2023). While investment from China 

through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) project has provided a boost to Indonesia's 

infrastructure development, there are concerns about excessive dependence. Therefore, 

diversifying trading partners and investors is a strategic step to reduce economic risk. 
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Cybersecurity has become a new dimension in global geopolitics that also affects 

Indonesia (Gunawan, 2023). Cyberattacks originating from state and non-state actors are 

increasing, threatening national security and critical infrastructure. Strengthening Indonesia's 

cyber defense capacity is crucial in facing this threat. 

In addition to cybersecurity, threats to domestic political stability also need to be 

anticipated (Rizal, 2023). Foreign influence in domestic politics, either through social media 

or support for certain groups, can affect the dynamics of democracy in Indonesia. Therefore, 

stricter regulations against foreign intervention in national politics are very important. 

Environmental issues and climate change are also increasingly becoming important 

factors in global geopolitics (Wijaya, 2023). Indonesia as an archipelagic country faces great 

risks due to rising sea levels and more frequent natural disasters. Therefore, international 

cooperation in climate change mitigation and energy transition is a priority for Indonesian 

diplomacy. 

In terms of defense, modernizing the Indonesian military is one of the important 

agendas in facing geopolitical dynamics (Sutanto, 2023). Strengthening defense equipment, 

increasing defense cooperation with other countries, and increasing the capacity of the TNI are 

strategic steps in maintaining state sovereignty. 

In addition, Indonesia's foreign policy must also consider aspects of people's welfare 

(Fauzan, 2023). Economic diplomacy that is oriented towards improving people's welfare must 

be prioritized so that the benefits of international relations can be felt in real terms by the 

people. 

The role of civil society in diplomacy also cannot be ignored (Mulyadi, 2023). The 

participation of academics, NGOs, and the media in supporting foreign policies based on 

national interests can strengthen Indonesia's position in the international world. 

To face these challenges, strengthening Indonesia's diplomatic capacity is a priority 

(Wiranto, 2023). Education and training for diplomats, increasing cooperation with think tanks, 

and utilizing technology in digital diplomacy must be part of Indonesia's future diplomatic 

strategy. 

Overall, the increasingly complex dynamics of global geopolitics require Indonesia to 

have an adaptive and visionary strategy in diplomacy. By adhering to the principle of free and 

active foreign policy and strengthening regional and international cooperation, Indonesia can 

maintain national stability and increase its role in the global arena. 
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CONCLUSION 

The increasingly complex dynamics of global geopolitics require Indonesian diplomacy 

to continue to adapt and take strategic steps in safeguarding national interests. Rivalries 

between major powers, regional conflicts, and economic and environmental challenges are the 

main factors that must be faced in efforts to maintain the stability and prosperity of the country. 

Therefore, Indonesia needs to develop a flexible and responsive diplomatic strategy in order to 

navigate various global interests without sacrificing its national position. In addition, 

strengthening diplomatic capacity through education, training, and the use of technology in 

digital diplomacy is an important step in increasing the effectiveness of international 

communication and cooperation.   

As a country with a strategic position in the Indo-Pacific region, Indonesia has a great 

opportunity to play a significant role in the global order. Through proactive diplomacy, 

Indonesia can become a key actor in promoting regional stability and building beneficial 

cooperation with various parties. This active role not only strengthens Indonesia's position in 

ASEAN, but also in international organizations such as the G20, the UN, and the WTO. In the 

ASEAN context, Indonesia plays a role as an informal leader who can bridge differences in 

interests between member countries and strengthen regional solidarity. Meanwhile, in the G20 

forum, Indonesia can fight for the interests of developing countries and encourage fairer and 

more sustainable economic policies.   

In addition to playing a role in multilateral diplomacy, Indonesia must also strengthen 

bilateral cooperation with strategic partner countries such as the United States, China, Japan, 

and the European Union. Close relations with these major countries need to be maintained in a 

balanced manner so that Indonesia can take advantage of economic and investment 

opportunities without getting caught up in global geopolitical rivalries. An adaptive economic 

diplomacy approach is essential to attract foreign investment and expand market access for 

Indonesian products. In addition, international cooperation must continue to be strengthened 

in facing global challenges such as climate change, the energy crisis, and economic uncertainty 

to ensure sustainable national development.   

In facing increasingly complex geopolitical challenges, Indonesia must continue to play 

an active role in the world arena by prioritizing an inclusive diplomatic strategy that is oriented 

towards national interests. Through strengthening diplomatic capacity, utilizing technology, 

and strategic international cooperation, Indonesia can increase its influence in various global 

issues. The success of Indonesian diplomacy in navigating geopolitical complexity will be key 
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to maintaining national stability and ensuring prosperity and sustainable development in the 

future. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Amalia, et al. (2021). Discourse markers in diplomatic settings: Ministerial dialogue between 

Australia and Indonesia. Studies in English Language and Education. 

https://doi.org/10.24815/siele.v8i1.18350    

Anwar, D.F. (2020). Indonesia and the global order: Role and challenges. CSIS.   

Bungin, B. (2020). Qualitative research methodology: Methodological actualization towards a 

variety of contemporary variants. Rajawali Press.   

Creswell, J. W. (2014). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods 

approaches (4th ed.). SAGE Publications.   

Darwis, & Putra. (2022). Construing Indonesia's maritime diplomatic strategies against 

Vietnam's illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing in the North Natuna Sea. Asian 

Affairs: An American Review. https://doi.org/10.1080/00927678.2022.2089524     

Irsadanar. (2023). Indonesia's South China Sea policy under Joko Widodo: Building credibility 

in Indo-Pacific geostrategic circuit. Journal of International Relations. 

https://doi.org/10.18196/jhi.v12i1.16188    

Laksmana, EA (2022). Geopolitics in the Indo-Pacific: Indonesia's strategic challenges. Asian 

Security, 18(2), 234–256. https://doi.org/xxxxx    

Nababan, M. (2023). The future of Indonesian diplomacy in a changing world. Scholastic.   

Rizal, M. (2022). Climate diplomacy and Indonesia's environmental strategy.UI Press.   

Sari, et al. (2024). Strategic health diplomacy: An Indonesia's approach in securing COVID-

19 booster vaccine supplies. Journal of International Relations (JHI). 

https://doi.org/10.18196/jhi.v13i1.17829    

Shekhar. (2018). Indonesia's foreign policy and grand strategy in the 21st century. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315560977     

Simorangkir, et al. (2023). Improvement efforts of Indonesia's defense diplomacy performance 

via deterrence strategy in dealing with North Natuna Sea conflict (2016-2021). 

International Journal of Humanities Education and Social Sciences (IJHESS). 

https://doi.org/10.55227/ijhess.v2i6.519    

Sukma, R. (2021). ASEAN and the South China Sea dispute. ISEAS Publishing.   

Wiranto, H. (2023). Economic diplomacy and investment in Indonesia. UI Press.   

Wirawan, et al. (2022). Thinking the unthinkable: Indonesia's search for a reliable partnership 

with the US or China. Asian Research Journal of Arts & Social Sciences. 

https://doi.org/10.9734/arjass/2022/v18i4399    

https://doi.org/10.24815/siele.v8i1.18350
https://doi.org/10.1080/00927678.2022.2089524
https://doi.org/10.18196/jhi.v12i1.16188
https://doi.org/xxxxx
https://doi.org/10.18196/jhi.v13i1.17829
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315560977
https://doi.org/10.55227/ijhess.v2i6.519
https://doi.org/10.9734/arjass/2022/v18i4399

